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Tai Po Old Market Public School (Plover Cove): 

Consultancy Visit on 24 April, 2013 

 

Introduction 

1. This visit built on previous visits to the school conducted over the past few 

years. The classroom observation and evaluation was carried out on the walk 

through approach, which is observing part of a lesson, rather than the full 

lesson.  The aim of the walk through is to use my experience to gain an 

overall feel for learning and teaching, school ethos, relationships between 

students and students, and between students and teachers.  The findings 

which follow are shared in a positive manner to encourage and support an 

informed discussion within the school on learning and teaching. 

2. I observed fifteen lessons, spread across P1 to P6, plus a short meeting with 

officers of the Student Council.  I shared some findings with the Principal 

and senior staff over lunch, and with the Principal at the close of the day. One 

of the lessons observed was in the school hall, observed by around thirty 

teachers who had come to study a set lesson by the Panel Head of Visual Arts 

who is a recipient of the outstanding teacher award. 

3. Teachers are good role models in terms of approach, interest and style.  They 

are well prepared, know their students and ready to deploy a variety of 

learning approaches to motivate their young students.  They enjoy favourable 

relationships, in and out of the classroom, with their students.  Teachers’ 

command of the English language is outstanding and they deliver lessons, in 

almost all cases, at the correct pace. Cantonese is not used in English language 

lessons, apart from (understandable) student use now and then in group/paired 

work. The school’s good organisation shines through in the widespread use of 

classroom routines which give a sense of purpose and a cohesive school wide 

approach. 

4. Students are lively, inquisitive and respectful.  They demonstrate in the 

lessons a strong desire to learn (English) in a participative way.  The school 

has succeeded in creating a working together and a English is fun ethos which 

permeates learning from P1 to P6. 

Learning and Teaching 

5. Almost all lessons are student-centred with many activities providing 

interactive opportunities for students, enhanced by a focus on learning by 

doing. TPOMPS (PC) has become famous for the colourful displays around 
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the school of students’ enterprising projects complemented by informative 

illustrations which capture the culture of the school community. In addition, I 

experienced, once again, inviting classrooms enriched by an array of posters 

and photographs with the result that the ethos within the rooms is conducive 

to the promotion of quality learning and enjoyment.  

6. There are many Highlights of the learning day, and here are just some 

examples. I commend the school approach which encourages teachers to get 

students moving in the classroom. All the research on the brain points to the 

benefits of movement in learning, irrespective of the business or enterprise. 

Good examples include1A, 6B and 6C lessons in which students are given 

opportunities to move around the room to share their findings on a task and/or 

activity set by the teacher (my experience tends to say that in too many 

classrooms in Hong Kong, students are made to sit for long periods listening 

in a foreign language). 

7. Students respond with a sense of purpose to role play opportunities as in 6D in 

which students enjoy the hula hoop action before explaining the game to their 

fellow students. In the music lesson 3C students love taking turns in 

conducting the class choir. The lesson is vibrant with a clear sense of learning 

purpose. A student tried his skills at Chinese Opera in 5C. Role play is a 

potent learning approach which, when exploited to the full, creates many 

learning opportunities. 

8. I observed several effective examples of group work (in 5E, for example) 

which encourages interaction while underlining the value of developing the 

generic skill of working with others, a key life skill. Group work is often 

accompanied by student presentation of the groups’ deliberations. In almost 

all instances, students project their voice to good effect and show a confidence 

in using English as in, for example, 5E, 2E and 1A. 

9. Several lessons make skilful use of audio visual aids to stimulate learning.  

Bright and bouncy songs are used to good effect in, for example, 1A and 2A. 

Power points are to the fore in many lessons.  The brightness and colour 

aspects excite students as in the witch and cat stories in 2E. Visualizers, a 

powerful learning aid, are used to good effect in some lessons. 

10. It is encouraging to observe that almost all lessons are microphone-free. There 

are clearly times when a microphone might be needed (for example, in 

conducting a lesson in the school hall) but direct communication is always the 

best learning approach, especially with primary students. 
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11. Some reflections might include a willingness to revisit the room layout in 

some classrooms to further support group and paired activities. In some 

lessons, students should be encouraged and supported to project their voice 

when reporting on paired and/or group activities (in some lessons it is difficult 

to hear what is being said). Sometimes in one or two lessons there is a little bit 

too much teacher talk which can be difficult for young primary school 

students who are learning in a foreign language. 

Students’ Council 

12. Even although the time with officer bearers was short, I learned a great deal 

about the work of the Council.  The students’ command of English is very 

good to outstanding.  They are able to discuss ideas with confidence and 

fluency.  It is also clear that the overseas experience of some of the students 

has impacted positively on their confidence and ability to use English (for 

example, the exchange visits to Scotland and USA). 

Conclusion 

13. TPOMPS (PC) continues to flourish with learning as the number one priority. 

The positive school ethos allows teachers and students to give of their best in 

an inspiring setting. The quality of learning in English is of a high standard, 

all the way from P1 to P6. Students not only talk well in the language but also 

show ability in writing in English. The student-centred way of learning is 

promoting enjoyable and sustainable education in a caring and fun 

atmosphere. 

 

Archie McGlynn 
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